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the spirits of those who had carried them in former
years are invoked, as if they were still present, all
this may be put down as fetishism. If the defeated
soldier breaks his sword across his knees, or tears his
colours, or throws his eagles away, he may be said to
be punishing his fetish; nay, Napoleon himself may
be called a fetish-worshipper when, pointing to the
Pyramids, he said to his soldiers, e From the summit
of these monuments forty centuries look down upon
you, soldiers!'

This is a kind of comparison in which similarities
are allowed to obscure all differences.

No, we cannot possibly distinguish too much, if we
want not only to know, but to understand the ancient
customs of savage nations. Sometimes a stock or
a stone was worshipped, because it was a forsaken
altar, or an ancient place of judgment1; sometimes
because it marked the place of a great battle or a
murder2, or the burial of a king; sometimes because
it protected the sacred boundaries of clans or families.
There are stones from which weapons can be made;
there are stones on which weapons can be sharpened;
there are stones, like the jade found in Swiss lakes,
that must have been brought as heirlooms from great
distances; there are meteoric stones fallen from the
sky. Are all these simply to be labelled fetishes,
because, for very good but very different reasons,
they were all treated with some kind of reverence by
ancient and even by modern people ?

Sometimes the fact that a crude stone is wor-
shipped as the image of a god may show a higher
power of abstraction than the worship paid to the

1 Pans. i. 28. 6.                           * Ibid. viii. 13. 3; x. 5. 5.